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The project involved 
obtaining grants and 
coordinating work 
with multiple 
partners, which was a 
real growth 
opportunity for MSF. 
Canal Place was 
transformed, and the 
tunnel is now graced 
with Oscar Stivala’s 
wonderful mural. 

* We planned and 
executed the "Do 
Good Have Fun" 
project sponsored by 
Bud Light. Working 
closely with Keep 
Mohawk Valley 
Beautiful, MSF 
brought dozens of 
volunteers to the 
Canal Place area. 

* We helped make 
possible a beautiful 
mural on the retaining 
wall near the 
intersection of Route 
167 and Albany 
Street. MSF supplied 
the paint and 
volunteers to help 
artist Lutz Scherneck 
beautify a small 
corner of Little Falls. 
continued on p. 7

This September, Main 
Street First celebrated 
its fifth anniversary! 
Though we have 
much more work to 
do in the coming year, 
I think it’s valuable to 
take a step back and 
take stock of this 
year’s 
accomplishments: 

MSF Gazette

Albany Street mural by Lutz Scherneck - Photo: Lutz Scherneck

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's 
the only thing that ever has." -Margaret Mead

Curious? Have feedback 
or ideas for us? Want to 
help? PLEASE JOIN US!

Next scheduled meetings:

Monday, December 29
Monday, January 12
Monday, January 26
Monday, February 9
Monday, February 23
@ 6:30 pm
690 Main Street, Little 
Falls
(For more details about our 
group, please see the back 
cover/p. 8)



BRAINSTORMING: The Re-greening of Little Falls 
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There is a stark contrast between old 
postcards of Little Falls streets and parks and 
today’s neighborhoods. What’s the main 
difference? Trees, or the lack of them. 

The old postcards show streets 
nearly canopied with greenery. 
Today, there are entire blocks 
on some city streets without a 
single tree. Fortunately, there 
are still some neighborhoods 
where trees abound.

Somehow, in some people’s 
minds, trees have become 
nuisances. This is hard to 
understand, given that trees 
produce oxygen, provide us 
with beauty and shade and 
help reduce summertime 
energy costs.

Realtors tell us that well-cared-for trees 
increase property values.

Few enjoy raking leaves and falling 
branches, and trees do have property-
damaging potential. Homeowners insurance 
providers and power companies discourage 
tree planting.

Little Falls is slowly positioning itself as a 
desirable residential community. Individuals 
and families move here in part for our small-
town charms. Quality of life matters to many
—parks, quiet safe neighborhoods, good 
schools, good municipal services and 
physical beauty. 

Take a ride to Clinton, Cooperstown or 
Oneonta and notice the tree-lined streets. 
They resemble the old Little Falls postcards. 
These are residential communities that we 
can learn from.

How can we re-green Little Falls? 
Homeowners can purchase and plant trees. 

Perhaps city government, our schools or 
citizen groups can sponsor tree-planting 
programs. Herkimer County has annual 
spring low-cost tree sales. We should care for 

the trees that we have. Think twice before we 
take down a tree.

Planting a tree is an act of faith. Plant a tree 
with your children and watch them both 
grow as time passes. Let kids roll in leaf 
piles with reckless abandon! 

Nelson Henderson once said:  “The true 
meaning of life is to plant trees under whose 
shade you do not expect to sit.”

Plant a tree—the next generation will thank 
you!

Coming in the Spring issue: where to get tree 
saplings; some tree planting and care tips.

--Jeffrey Gressler

“The best time to plant a tree 
is twenty years ago. The 
second best time is now.”     
–anonymous

Postcard from 1919, courtesy of  the Little Falls Historical Society
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COMING TO TERMS: Bill Burrows, A Life that Mattered

“The highest use of capital is not 
to make more money but to make 
money to do more for the 
betterment of life.” -Henry Ford

The August 22, 2014 newspaper article 
and obituary said much about Bill 
Burrows and his lifework. The purpose 
of this writing is to help a community 
express its gratitude upon his passing.

Perhaps the best testimony to Bill 
Burrows is the thriving manufacturing 
facility that carries forward his family’s 
name and commitment to Little 
Falls. But, behind the 
sophisticated global 
manufacturing business 
described by the Little Falls 
Times, there is a human story. 

Burrows Paper Company has 
provided dignified 
employment to generations of 
Little Falls families. Homes 
were purchased, college 
educations were financed and 
middle class dreams were 
realized through those jobs. 

Behind that company was a 
man whose quiet 
philanthropic generosity 
impacted countless lives and 
many community 
organizations. From the arts 
to health care to athletics to service 
organizations and beyond, Bill’s quiet 
support made a difference. Stories 
abound; Bill helped here, Bill helped 
there, always quiet, no public praise 
needed. Whenever he was asked to help 
the community, support followed.

Each year the Burrows Foundation gives 
generously to both the Little Falls 
YMCA and to the Little Falls 
Community Outreach to help both 
organizations carry out their community 
missions.

His life stands as a role model of private 
commitment and corporate responsibility  
to community. Bill Burrows was a small-
town manufacturing titan who expanded 
his nearly century-old family company 
into a worldwide business operation. He 
also never forgot his roots; his loyalty to 
community stands out.

Bill Burrows accomplished much, his life 
was cut short, and it is with sadness that 
a grateful community marks his passing.

--Jeffrey Gressler

Photo: Mike Evans



In 2012 Angela Harris came to me 
with a script she had written about 
the 1912 Little Falls textile strike 
and asked if I would be interested in 
directing her reader’s theater play. 
The opportunity to direct an original 
play about our community, using 
local actors and locations, was just 
too good to pass up. Naturally, I 
said yes to “Strike Story.” 

We edited the play several times, 
rehearsed much, and performed in 
the Black Box Theater at the Stone 
Mill, the Ilion Little Theater, and 
the Masonic Temple in Little Falls. 
It was at a cast party that Angela 
said to me, “I’ve come up with a name for our little troupe—lift. It’s catchy, you’ve got the L 
and the F, and it works with the lift lock.” Thus, LiFT was created.

Before “Strike Story,” I had been contemplating staging some summer Shakespeare, starting 
with “As You Like It” because it is one of my favorite plays. Now that we had a name and a 
troupe, I took this idea and ran with it. I reread the play and made several (in my eyes) drastic 
cuts to make it manageable for new actors, venue and time constraints. 

continued on p. 5
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
DECEMBER

* Tuesday, 12/2. 7  pm. Monthly Common Council meeting. Little Falls City Hall.

* Saturday, 12/13. Annual citywide celebration “Christmas in Little Falls.”  Holiday shopping and festive family fun at 
many locations downtown and at Canal Place. Santa Parade, Horse & Carriage rides, scavenger hunt, Red Nose 
Reindeer 5K run, indoor farmer’s market, craft fair, Soup Fest, Christmas cards for soldiers, and much more. Please 
visit www.christmasinlittlefalls.com for full details.

* Thursday, 12/18. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the 
Facebook page for full details.)

JANUARY

* Tuesday, 1/6. 7 pm. Monthly Common Council meeting. Little Falls City Hall.

* Thursday, 1/15. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the 
Facebook page for full details.)

FEBRUARY

* Tuesday, 2/3. 7 pm. Monthly Common Council meeting. Little Falls City Hall.

* Thursday, 2/19. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the 
Facebook page for full details.) 

ABOUT LITTLE FALLS: LiFT Theater Rises

Photo: Angela Harris
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LiFT cast from the their 
version of “Twelfth Night” 
performed during the 2014 
Canal Days Celebration.

“The word theatre comes from the 
Greeks. It means the seeing place. 
It is the place people come to see 
the truth about life and the social 
situation.” –Stella Adler
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I then cast the show, rehearsed it, and was incredibly fortunate to have many generous and 
talented people assist in the production. I can assure you, this was truly a community effort. 
Without the help of many people this show would not have happened, nor been as successful as 
it was. Success aside, we had so much fun with the show that we decided to do another show 
for the 2014 Canal Days Celebration. Our third show, a version of “Twelfth Night,” was a 
resounding success.

There is value to these theatrical productions beyond entertainment. “Strike Story” chronicles 
an important time in our city’s history. The events of that time, the people who were there, and 
the conflicts they struggled with helped shape our city. Remembering that is crucial for our 
present day. And the Shakespeare productions bring a broader sense of human behavior, and 
deepen our understanding of ourselves. 

Both “Strike Story” and Shakespeare plays require the community to exist—and they bring the 
community together. The impact this has on the creators of the production and the audience is in 
some ways difficult to pinpoint, but it can be said it is a positive, enriching and potentially life-
changing experience.

I am proud to say that Shakespeare in the Park is alive and well in Little Falls, and I have 
already begun planning our next show: “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Many are already 
excited, and this could potentially be a very exciting and colorful show! (We may even have 
microphones this time!)

Also potentially in the works 
are: a new version of “Strike 
Story” that could be 
videotaped and transferred to 
DVDs and other electronic 
media, a collaboration with 
Little Falls Radio to bring to 
life several radio plays and, 
perhaps most exciting, more 
original plays by local authors. 
All in all, LiFT has plenty of 
plans to grow and bring much 
more theater to Little Falls. 

For more information or to 
follow our adventures, please 
“friend” LiFT on Facebook.

--Matt Powers
Photo: Laura Powers

ABOUT LITTLE FALLS: LiFT Theater Rises (continued from p. 4)



BRAINSTORMING: Help Save City Hall 
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“Your assignment for today will be to 
choose one object in your environment 
which represents you, your city, and 
everybody who lives here. Pick something 
which stands for home and be ready to 
defend your choice.”  If you chose Little 
Falls’ City Hall, you would win the A.

Our magnificent City Hall, the only one of its 
kind in all the Mohawk Valley canal towns, 
has served us well for nearly a century, 
giving much and asking little. As with all 
things, time has taken its toll. The time has 
come to preserve our one and only municipal 
building.  

Beginning steps have been taken to initiate 
the restoration process. Historic preservation 
architect Randy Crawford of Syracuse, under 
the auspices of Preserve Our Past and the 
City of Little Falls, has submitted a 
preliminary overview of the building’s 
critical needs. 

A City Hall Restoration Committee under the 
leadership of Jim Palmer has been formed to 
discuss restoration procedures and to plan 
funding for the project. This representative 
group is composed of members from 
Preserve Our Past, Main Street First, the 
Little Falls Historical Society, Keep Mohawk 
Valley Beautiful, two aldermen, and the city 
treasurer. Fundraising efforts will center on 
raising matching funds for appropriate grants 
as they become available as well as locating 
benefactors, patrons and supporters.

What makes this restoration project unique? 
It is the fact that it involves everybody, not 
just a few people who are generous enough 
to give time to a committee. We need YOU 
to help, work, and support this effort. Let’s 
give our grand old lady another hundred-year 
birthday.

--Nan Ressue

“It has been said that, at its best, preservation engages the 
past in a conversation with the present over a a mutual 
concern for the future.” –William Murtagh, first keeper of the 
National Register of Historic Places

Postcard from early 1900s, courtesy of  
the Little Falls Historical Society.
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Above: MSF members Jayne Ritz and Matt 
Trombley help Lutz with the base coat.

Right: Finishing touches on the Tunnel Mural.

MSF PROJECT: 
“Highlights from a Very Good 
Year”  (continued from p. 1)

* We continued to expand our Third 
Thursday events, including an 
Oktoberfest, which was our most 
successful Third Thursday to date!
* We completed a litter inventory and 
carried out several clean up projects at 
several locations throughout the City. 
We also painted over graffiti on the 
rocks along Route 5.
* We worked with the City and a 
private donor to purchase and install a 
composting toilet facility on Moss 
Island, making the location even more 
inviting to visitors.

Those are just some of the projects 
and initiatives we accomplished this 
year. 
But we are also looking ahead. In the 
coming year, we will be adding new 
projects. A large-scale cleanup project 
for Main and Albany Streets is being 
planned for the spring, and our work 
on Think Local and Third Thursday 
will continue. Thank you to all who 
have supported our work with time, 
energy and financial contributions. 
We’re looking forward to another year 
of working with other civic 
organizations, the City, and our many 
volunteers. 
--Rob Richard

Photo: Lutz Scherneck

Photo: Oscar Stivala 



Main Street First is a nonpartisan group whose interests are to help 
revitalize our city and to work constructively towards a better future.

To receive a copy of this quarterly newsletter 
electronically, please send your request to: 
mainstreetfirst@yahoo.com.

These are the sorts of things we discuss and plan at 
our meetings. Join us! Bring your ideas, skills, and 
energy and help us reach these and other good 
goals for our community.

THIRD THURSDAYS! 
Over 60 Little Falls merchants and service 
providers are offering discounts and specials. 
Think Local - Live Local - Live BETTER! For 
more information, please visit our website or 
http://www.shoplittlefallsny.com/

Coming soon to a radio near you!

MSF’S  SHORT-TERM GOALS

MSF’S  LONG-TERM GOALS

! Continue to work with local businesses to 
promote monthly “Third Thursday” events.

! Plan and execute a major clean-up project in the 
City for 2015.

! Expand and develop our network of volunteers.

! Continue to expand and improve the “Think 
Local Little Falls” venture.

! Position MSF as a strong partner with Keep 
Mohawk Valley Beautiful (KMVB).

! Pursue grant opportunities for projects aligned 
with MSF’s mission and principles.

HOW TO JOIN MSF
If you would like to get involved, 

have questions or ideas, 
or are thinking of joining, we 

invite you to come to our 
meetings—

everyone is welcome!

Email us at: 
mainstreetfirst@yahoo.com

Visit our website at: 
www.mainstreetfirstny.com

Visit our blog at: 
http://mainstreetfirst.wordpress.com/

Facebook: 
“like” the Main Street First page

“like” the Think Local Little Falls page
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