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Fr e e

between the Mohawk 
River and the Erie Canal 
Greenway and Sterziner 
Park. Adult residents who 
want to come down and 
join the fun and help are 
welcome.

Main Street First, a 
member of Keep 
Mohawk Valley 
Beautiful, the local six-
county affiliate of Keep 
America Beautiful (KAB)

Some residents wonder 
how they can become 
more involved in the 
operation and function 
of city government. 
There are a number of 
ways to do so.

City residents can attend 
public meetings. This is  
probably the best way
to become educated
about how city 
government functions. 

Saturday, July 19 is 
going to be a big day in 
our little city! 

The “Do Good, Have 
Fun” community 
refreshment program is 
slated to bring a crowd 
of 100 volunteers (21 
and older) to Little Falls 
for what promises to be 
a productive cleanup 
day. They will focus on 
the greenway corridor 

won the $5000 grant 
through a national 
competition. “We’re 
pleased to have designed 
a greening project that 
caught the attention of 
an international 
company,” said Rob 
Richard, MSF president. 
“The grant project 
involves cleaning up and 
planting native species 
from Benton’s Landing 
continued on p. 5
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Curious? Have feedback 
or ideas for us? Want to 
help? PLEASE JOIN US!

Next scheduled meetings:

Monday, June 16th
Monday, June 30th
Monday, July 14th
Monday, July 28th
@ 6:30 pm
690 Main Street, Little 
Falls
(For more details about our 
group, please see the back 
cover/p. 6)

All board, commission, 
committee and Common 
Council meetings are 
open to the public. 
Attend, observe, ask 
questions.

Each monthly Common 
Council meeting has an 
agenda. A regular agenda 
item is “Public 
Comments.” Any city 
resident can have at this 
time the full attention of 
the Mayor, the Common 

Council, the City 
Attorney, Treasurer and 
Clerk, as well as that of 
the local media. This is a 
perfect opportunity to 
voice concerns, ask
for information, or 
introduce an idea.

City residents can also 
communicate directly 
with their elected 
officials. Little Falls is 
divided into four wards. 
Each ward has two 

elected alderpersons who 
serve two-year terms. 
These eight alderpersons 
make up the Common 
Council, the legislative 
branch of City 
government. If a resident 
has a concern, call one or 
both of your ward 
alderpersons. Or, a 
resident can “go to the 
top” by making an 
appointment to talk 
directly with the Mayor at 
City Hall.
continued on p. 5



COMING TO TERMS: Worried About Reassessment?
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In previous issues of the Main Street First 
Gazette, we discussed the need to have an 
accurate and current property assessment 
for all properties in the City. New York 
State law requires this to be so and it is the 
only fair way to distribute the tax burden, 
taxes being necessary for the operation of 
the local government and school system. We 
also addressed some of the misconceptions 
about the relationship between assessments 
and taxes. If you would like a copy of these 
earlier articles, please contact Main Street 
First and we will be glad to provide them to 
you. 

Being that it has been over 40 years—the 
longest of any municipality in Herkimer 
County—since the City of Little Falls has 
had a citywide assessment revaluation, there 
are concerns of substantial changes in the 
assessments of many homes. Elderly people 
on fixed incomes, especially those who 
have lived in their homes for many 
years, fear that the assessment will 
increase their tax obligation to more 
than they can afford and force them 
to sell their homes. As was stated in 
a previous article, an increase in 
assessed value does not necessarily 
mean an increase in taxes. We don’t 
want anyone to lose his or her 
home. 

One of the ways for an elderly 
person to prevent losing their home, 
if they do see a significant tax 
increase, is with a Home Equity 
Conversion Mortgage, more 
commonly called a Reverse 
Mortgage. If a person over the age 
of 62 finds that they have more bills 

than income, a reverse mortgage can be an 
answer. These FHA loans are very flexible, 
offering a lump sum, a monthly allowance, 
or (similar to a home-equity loan) money 
when you need it. These loans can be used 
for home improvements, home 
modifications, or to help with monthly bills. 
They can also be used to pay off an existing 
mortgage or even to downsize by purchasing 
a smaller home. The loan is due when the 
last person moves out of the home. 

For more information, please see the HUD 
website: http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
HUD?src=/program_offices/housing/sfh/
hecm/rmtopten
Also, check out this informative brochure: 
http://www.ncoa.org/news-ncoa-publications/
publications/
ncoa_reverse_mortgage_booklet_073109.pdf

Mike Evans

“Tax is citizenship’s rent.” ― Mokokoma Mokhonoana 

MSF volunteers on Furnace Street - Photo by R. Albrecht  
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JUNE
Every Saturday. Little Falls Farmers’ Market. 9 am to 12 noon. M&T Bank parking lot. Local 
produce, baked goods, alpaca goods, gifts, garden plants and more.
❖ Little Falls Historical Society open for the season. 319 S. Ann St. Hours: Tuesday to 

Friday, 1-4 pm, Saturday, 9 am-noon. Call 823-0643.
❖ Thursday, 6/19. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit 

www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the “Think Local Little Falls” Facebook page for details.)
❖ Monday, 6/30. Little Falls City Pool opens. Hours: Monday- Friday, noon-6 pm 

(Wednesdays, open till 7 for adult-only swim time), Saturdays 1-5 pm, Sundays, 2-5 pm.

JULY
Every Saturday. Little Falls Farmers’ Market. 9 am to 12 noon. M&T Bank parking lot. Local 
produce, baked goods, alpaca goods, gifts, garden plants and more.
❖ Tuesday, 7/1. 7 pm. Monthly Common Council meeting at 7 pm. Little Falls City Hall.
❖ Thursday, 7/17. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit 

www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the “Think Local Little Falls” Facebook page for details.)
❖ Saturday, 7/19. “Do Good, Have Fun” cleanup project, sponsored by Bud Lite. Everyone 

over age 21 invited to register in advance at http://www.budlight.com/do-good-have-fun-
register.html?event=http://littlefallsny-sterzinarparkatcanalplace.splashthat.com

AUGUST
Every Saturday. Little Falls Farmers’ Market. 9 am to 12 noon. M&T Bank parking lot. Local 
produce, baked goods, alpaca goods, gifts, garden plants and more.
❖ Tuesday, 8/5. 7 pm. Monthly Common Council meeting at 7 pm. Little Falls City Hall.
❖ Monday, 8/4 - Sunday 8/10. Canal Days Celebration throughout the city of Little Falls.                     

Visit littlefallsny.com/CanalDays/ for more details. Historical Society will have extended 
hours.

❖ Thursday, 8/21. “Third Thursday” at participating area businesses. (Please visit 
www.shoplittlefallsny.com or the “Think Local Little Falls” Facebook page for details.)

❖ Saturday, 8/23, 10 am to 4 pm. Herkimer County “Day at the Farm,” Raycliff Farm, 795 
Snells Bush Rd.

ABOUT LITTLE FALLS: Summer in Little Falls
Perhaps the first thing to realize about Little Falls is that you can walk just about 
everywhere. The town is also bike-friendly and the rail trails are especially popular, with an 
easy route to the east as far as Canajoharie. 

To explore the city, find a place to park the car and exercise those muscles. Canal Place is 
both central and convenient, so let’s start there. On the west side of Ann Street, two former 
stone mills house an array of antique and gift shops, plus a coffee and ice cream cafe. On the 
east side, the Mohawk Valley Center for the Arts offers a range of creations by local artists.

Cross the bridge over the Mohawk River and on the far side a noticeboard explains the 
remains of the support pillar still visible on the downstream side. Examine Benton’s Landing, 
and imagine the canal a century ago, bustling with barges both loaded and empty. Stroll 
downstream along the paved road between the canal and the river, and see how many 
different birds you can identify. Page    3 of 6 (continued on next page)

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Cross the metal mesh bridge at the hydroelectric plant to reach Moss Island, where rock climbers 
sharpen their skills on the convenient cliffs. A few more steps beyond them, Lock 17 beckons. Once 
the largest lift of any lock in the world, it remains an impressive sight, especially if you’re there when a 
boat comes through. Cross at the lock and inspect the remains of Lock 36 just downstream. Perhaps 
you can work out why the earlier canal needed 36 locks to reach Little Falls, while the later one needed 
only 17.  
Concrete steps carry you up to the rail trail, and a 15-
minute walk to the east takes you to a bench overlooking 
Blue Water where you’ll be rewarded by the sight and 
sounds of herons, moorhens, and many other birds.
Turn west instead, and the rail trail takes you past a small 
waterfall and through a short tunnel to the bridge that 
carries Route 167 across both canal and river. A little way 
upstream is Rotary Park, where kayaks and canoes may be 
rented to allow a more intimate acquaintance with the 
river. The sidewalk on the downstream side gives 
excellent views of the town, nestling in a curve of the 
Mohawk Valley. 
From that same bridge, take the northbound ramp past 
the remains of the Gilbert Knitwear factory on the left. A 
weir in the river once helped provide water power for long-
vanished mills. Between the road and the rail are some remnants of the early 19th century canal. Faded 
noticeboards provide some explanation. Beyond is Little Falls Industrial Park and at the end of the 
road is a seldom-used picnic area and boat ramp. Freight trains (and the occasional Amtrak) rumble 
past on one side, contrasting with the languid pace of the river and occasional boat traffic.
On the north side of the river, explore some of the rich architectural heritage of Little Falls, including 
the handsome Post Office and City Hall on Main Street and the Historical Society’s small but 
fascinating museum on South Ann Street. On Albany Street is a church that was once presided over by 
preacher Frances Bellamy, author of the Pledge of Allegiance; a bronze plate by the door displays his 
original, simpler pledge. In view at the far end of Albany Street, Ward Square (Eastern Park) offers a 
children's playground, open grassy space, and benches on which to relax and enjoy the views and the 
sunshine. Burke Park, on North Ann Street, is smaller but just as tranquil. For the more active, a walk 
up to the woodland glades of Moreland Park offers a rich variety of birdsong and views out over the 
west end of town, where the Mohawk Valley is at its narrowest.
Perhaps you’ve joined the growing ranks of geocachers, in which case you’ll find enough geocaches, 
some easy, some more challenging, in and around Little Falls to make for a full day of hunting. There are 
also a few letterboxes scattered about. Learn more about these intriguing hobbies on the Internet.
If you remembered to bring your golf clubs, Little Falls has two gems. The nine-hole Municipal course 
is above the town, up East Monroe Street. A little way to the west along Route 5 is the Mohawk Valley 
Country Club, which has a mature first nine and a new and still slightly raw second nine. Both courses 
welcome visitors, offer fine views, and present some interesting golf challenges. 
From the bridge above Canal Place, four lighting towers are visible, rising above the trees, well to the 
east. These illuminate Veteran’s Memorial Park, where summer visitors may be rewarded by a baseball 
game—Little Falls is home to the fun and talented college-league team the Diamond Dawgs. Just 
before you reach the Park, the alternative sport of bowling is available at RD’s Gorge View Lanes. Meals 
and ice cream are available at Kenickie's 50's Drive In.
And we’ve just scratched the surface. As a touring base, Little Falls is within easy range of many more 
interesting places, but that’s a story for another day.
--Tom Laurenson

(continued from previous page) Summer in Little Falls
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“Main Street LF” painting by Oscar Stivala
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BRAINSTORMING: 
How Residents Can Help Shape 
Public Policy  (continued from p. 1)

The offices of City Treasurer, City Clerk and 
City Tax Assessor are all located in City 
Hall. They are city employees who are 
responsible to tax-paying residents. 

Do you feel passionate about a particular 
issue? Why not put pen to paper and 
compose a letter to the editor of The Times 
or the OD? This will allow you to share your 
viewpoint with a wider audience.
The preceding paragraphs have all focused 
on “passive” ways of involving oneself in 
city government. Serving on a city board or 
commission or running for public office 
offer the opportunity to have greater impact 
on public policy. Running and serving on the 
Common Council requires greater 
commitment. All eight positions are “up for 
grabs” every two years. The next Common 
Council and Mayoral elections will be in 
November 2015. Prospective candidates 
have to get election petitions from the Board 

of Elections, get the proper number of 
registered voters to sign the petitions, file the 
petitions, and then campaign.

Government works best when conscientious 
public officials are held accountable to an 
educated constituency. 

Jeffrey Gressler

“Do Good, Have Fun” Comes to Town   (continued from p. 1) 
to Moss Island Six sculptural benches will be added to the project later. We also hope to 
address some safety issues along the greenway.”

Jayne Ritz, Little Falls resident and member of the Main Street First grant committee, said, 
“We sometimes forget that the canal and the bike trail are entrances to the city. This grant 
project simply builds on work that has already been done by merchants, volunteers, and 
government to revitalize under-appreciated Little Falls resources.”

“Beautification and greening of public spaces are two major goals of Keep Mohawk Valley 
Beautiful,” added Bob Albrecht, chair of the KMVB Board of Directors. “Developing the 
canal greenway with art and plantings will help attract travelers to the Little Falls waterfront 
and will contribute to a sense of place, a key element in local economic development.”

Robert Albrecht, Chair, KMVB Board of Directors, 605rja@gmail.com

Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing 
because he could do only a little. ― Edmund Burke 

photo by djd 2011
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Main Street First is a nonpartisan group whose interests are to help 
revitalize our city and to work constructively towards a better future.

HOW TO JOIN MSF
If you would like to get involved, 

have questions or ideas, 
or are thinking of joining, we 

invite you to come to our 
meetings—

everyone is welcome!

MSF’S  SHORT-TERM GOALS

MSF’S  LONG-TERM GOALS
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To receive a copy of this quarterly newsletter 
electronically, please send your request to: 
mainstreetfirst@yahoo.com.

Email us at: 
mainstreetfirst@yahoo.com

Visit our website at: 
www.mainstreetfirstny.com

Visit our blog at: 
http://mainstreetfirst.wordpress.com/

Facebook: 
“like” the Main Street First page

“like” the Think Local Little Falls page

These are the sorts of things we discuss and plan at 
our meetings. Join us! Bring your ideas, skills, and 
energy and help us reach these and other good 
goals for our community.

❖ Continue to work with local businesses to 
promote monthly “Third Thursday” events.

❖ Work with the City to establish an improved 
climbing-permit process for Moss Island.

❖ Participate in KMVB events: The Great 
American Cleanup and “Do Good, Have Fun.”

❖ Continue to expand and improve the “Think 
Local Little Falls” venture.

❖ Position MSF as a strong partner with KMVB.

❖ Pursue grant opportunities for projects aligned 
with MSF’s mission and principles.

THIRD THURSDAYS! 
Over 60 Little Falls merchants and service 
providers are offering discounts and specials. 
Think Local - Live Local - Live BETTER! For 
more information, please visit our website or 
http://www.shoplittlefallsny.com/

Coming soon to a radio near you!
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